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Oxford Dictionaries made an excellent choice in selecting not one, but two words (climate emergency) as its word 


of the year for 2019. 


The term “climate change” was always too milquetoast(y). 


And the terms “climate action” and “climate strike” make us wonder. Are we to wait? Look for greater meaning 


first? “Eco-anxiety, 
planet really means. 


ecocide” and “existential” are over-the-top words for trying to show us what a people-less 


“Emergency,” on the other hand, is a word that causes us to duck, or maybe stand at attention and listen. Even 
the most ardent denier of the fact that it's getting hotter and wetter here on Earth does understand the word 


“emergency.” 


Jack Drury, Toronto 
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